PRELATES' Axp CLERGY | 


' FARNESTLY RECOMMENDING FURTHER, EXERTIONS TO 


ON CANTERBURY: - 
PRINTED BY J. GROVE, IN HIGH-STREET., © ' 8 


IMPORTANCE 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


PRESENT CRISIS; 


WITH A 


SHORT ADDRESS 


TO THE 


OF THE 


CHURCH or ENGLAND; 


MAKE THEM MORE GENERAL. og” 


BY A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY | 
FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, | 1 


$0LD.BY B. LAW AND SCN, AVE MARIA-LANE, LONDON 3 
W. BRISTOW, CANTERBURY, AND ALL 
- OTHER BOOKSELLERS, 


' 


d / 


| T— — 


INTRODUCTORY 


- ADDRESS to the PUBLIC 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS © 


AT THE PRESENT CRISIS. 


[ PRICE SIX-PENCE, } - 


5 


E RR ATA. 


In note, page 16, for remark read remarks, 

Page 17, in the ſecond Latin verſe, for inwverit read inven, 
Page 19, line 4, for contradifion read contradiftions, 

Page 26, firſt Latin line, for manus read munus. 


INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS, &c. 


ONVINCED, as I am, that the in- 

ſtitution, in favor of which I write, 
is beyond all others adapted to fave this 
country from deſtruction, if patronized and 
encouraged as. it deſerves, I ſhall deliver 
what I have to ſay with greater freedom. 
The preſent criſis of affairs is certainly 
very alarming; for the minds of men are 
in an uncommon manner agitated, and to 
what degree the ferment may extend, or 
what may be the reſult, tis impoſſible for 
for human wiſdom to foreſee. 


On ſuch an occaſion, it is natural for 
us all to conſider | in the firſt place, how | 
thoſe things are likely to be affected, which 

| 8 ſas 
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we have been habituated to regard as of 


the greateſt moment; and as I have always 


been accuſtomed to look upon Religion in 


this light, as ſecuring to us an Intereſt 
in a future world, and promoting alſo our 


temporal happineſs, as the baſis of civil 
ſociety, the cement that holds us together, 
and what only can hold us together, in any 
tolerable ſtate of order and union ; I can- 
not help being anxious to contribute ſome- 


thing to its preſervation and ſupport. On 
that ground I think myſelf juſtified in A 


making this addreſs} 


That the complexion of the preſent 
times is ſuch, as loudly to call on every 
friend of Religion, not only to ſtep forth 
and declare on its fide, but likewiſe to uſe 
all poſſible exertions in its defence, is too 
obvious to require proof, When the rulers 
of a great and powerful nation, our near 


neighbours, have with unparalleled auda- 
city 


t 89 | 
city ſet our Saviour at nought, and even 

heard with applauſe a public avowal of 
Atheiſm in full Convention, it is high 
time ſurely for all, who believe in God 
the Father Almighty, and in Jeſus Chriſt, 
to employ their united efforts, and to uſe 


more than ordinary vigilance, to prevent 
theſe impious and deteſtable opinions, 
which have produced ſuch dreadful miſe- 
ries in France, from ſpreading their con- 
tagious influence in Great Britain, 


There was, in truth, no need for any 
Member of the new Government to riſe up 
and declare himſelf an Atheiſt ; as we had 
given the Aſſembly credit that the majo- 
rity were of that perſuaſion, before Mr. 
Dupont's ſhocking declaration was made. 
For the actions of men ſpeak a molt ex- 
preſſive language, which is leſs liable to 
be miſunderſtood than words, Treachery, 

B 2 treaſon, 
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treaſon, ſacrilege, maſſacres, and the moſt 
barbarous acts of unprecedented injuſtice, 
| ſufficiently evince an apoſtacy from Chriſt, 
and ſhew what human nature is, when it 
has loſt all ſenſe of Religion. I will ne- 


vertheleſs freely confeſs that I concur with 
Mr. Fox* in believing that the French 


nation are not all Atheiſts, Indeed it ap- 


peared that a few even of the Convention, 
by the murmurs they expreſſed, during the 
above-mentioned execrable harangae, were 
far from approving it; and one of them 
ruſhed indignant out of ſuch profane com- 
pany on the occaſion. But whatever may 


be the ſentiments of theſe extraordinary 


Legiſlators, moſt of whom have repeatedly 
demonſtrated the ſhallowneſs of their un- 
derſtandings, and may therefore be ſup- 
poſed capable of embracing almoſt any 


Mr. F. in one of his ſpeeches on the Traiterous Correſ- 
pondence Bill, ridiculed the idea of the French being all 
Atheiſts, | | 
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65 
Onion, though ever ſo abſurd or irra- 
tional; whether or not, they have, in ge- 
neral, carried their folly ſo far, as a cer- 
tain perſon did in David's time, and have 
actually ſaid in their hearts, there is no- 
God; it was abſolutely neceſſary for their 
purpoſes, that the common people of 
France ſhould be induced to think ſo; 
or that all moral and Chriſtian prin- 
ples ſhould be eraſed from their hearts, 
and a favage ferocity ſubftituted in their 
ſtead, that no fear or apprehenſion of 


* Should any well diſpoſed perſon feel an alarm, becauſe 
ſome men, who affect the character of phiſoſophers, have 
eſpouſed the cauſe of Atheiſm, let him peruſe the words with 
which that great man, the incomparable Sir Iſaac Newton, 
(who by univerſal conſent ſtands firſt on the liſt of true 
philoſophers) concludes his noble work the Principia Deum 
ſummum neceſſario exiſtere in confeſſo eft, Tc. What follows 
| tends to convey the moſt exalted idea of the Supreme Being 
—that he is—totus ſui fimilis, totus Oculas, totus Auris, 
totus Cerebrum, totus Brachium, totus vis ſentiendi, intelli. 
gendi, et agendi; ſed more minime humano, more minima 
corporeo, more nobis prorſus incogaito, &c. 
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divine vengeance might reſtrain them from 
the blackeſt crimes. 


I will do the Convention the juſtice to 
confeſs (and it is the only inſtance of con- 
ſiſtency I can diſcover in their proceedings) 
that the laws they have divulged have been 
very ſuitable to their avowed principles. 
Atheiſm is the acknowledged foundation 
of their Republic, and its code of ſtatutes 
is truly worthy of ſuch an original ; being 
directly oppoſite and in full contradiction 
to the laws of God. This is a circum— 
ſtance, which, detached from any other, 
would lead us to ſuppoſe, that conſe- 
quences the moſt ruinous and horrid muſt 
reſult from thoſe doctrines, which have 
been ſanctioned by the Convention. For 
the laws of God were given by the bene- 
volent Father of the Univerſe, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of promoting the happi- 
neſs of all his creatures. That they are nq- 

e turally 
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turally fitted and adapted for this end, and 
will, when unobſtructed by ſome acciden- 
tal impediment, be productive of it in 
the common courſe of things, has been 
frequently proved, and illuſtrated by the 
ableſt writers.“ The long experience of 
many ages has ſhewn that, when duly 
obſerved, they have always anſwered their 
intended purpoſe, Whereas on the con- 
trary, the code of the French Convention, 
in the ſpace of a few months, increaſed 

the miſeries of their unhappy country to 
ſo great a degree, by ſapping the founda- 
tion of all confidence between man and 
man, and confounding all former ideas 
of right and wrong, that we have ob- 
| tained by actual experience a proof of the 
truth of an old maxim Societas Atheorum 
nequit exiſtere. T0 wild notions of theſe 


* Particularly by Biſhop Butler in his Analogy, part 1, 
cap. 3, and in the Sermons of all our eminent Diviges.. 
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ignorant and infatuated plebeians tend as 
much to introduce anarchy and confuſion 
in private families, as in public ſtates. By 
annihilating the authority of parents over 
their children, and all dutiful affection of 
children towards their parents, what can 
be expected to follow, but all the evils of 
a houſe divided againſt itſelf - tyranny on 
the one hand, and rebellion on the other ; 
the conſequences of which, in the preſent 
ſavaged ſtate of France, it might be ap- 
prehended would be very horrible; and 
they have indeed been ſuch, as would ex- 
ceed belief, if crimes equally atrocious had 
not been well authenticated and noto- 
rious.“ So that there never was a more 


„As a proof how effectually the Convention have aboliſhed 
all idea of obligation to obey the fifth Commandment, it was 
- Poſitively averred in the public prints, that a man preſented 
to the Jacobin Club, the heads of his father and mother, whom 
he had murdered, becauſe he could not convert them to be pa- 
triots like himſelf ; and that he obtained the applauſes of the 


club, 


deadly 


„ 
deadly blow aimed againſt the quiet and 
happineſs of the world, than the helliſh 
opinions now in vogue at Paris, which 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe to have de- 
rived their origin. from the grand enemy 
of mankind—the Father of all miſchief, 
Patron of ſedition and rebellion ; who 
perhaps may be the more eager in fo- 
menting the deſtruction of the inhabitants 
of the earth, having greater wrath, be- 
cauſe he knoweth that he hath but a 
ſhort time.“ : 
If the waters of this troubled ſea, or the 
torrent of French opinions had been con- 
fined within its own bed, as Mr. Sheridan, 
in one of his ſpeeches, intimates it now 
is, it might be, as he aſſerts, no great 
matter to us how unquietly it rolled, But 


The Rev. Mr, Jones, in a Sermon, publiſhed A. D. 1789, 
conſiders the popular commotions then begun, which have 


fince raged with greater fury, as figns of the 8 end 
of the world. 


the 
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the fact is otherwiſe, French opinions have 
already gained footing in this country, and 
it is highly incumbent on every Engliſh. 
man, who deſires to live a quiet and peacea- 
ble life, to counteract them by all the means 
in his power, It is no ſecret, that a con- 
ſiderable time ago, when the communica- 
tion between us and our neighbours on 
the other ſide of the water, was more eaſy 
than it is at preſent, they were ſo kind 
as to ſend, to be opened in this iſland, 
an infectious box, worſe than Pandora's ; 
the poiſon of which, it was too plain, took 
effect; particularly on ſome of our coun- 
trymen, who adore liberty as their 1dol, 


ect” and are even ready to eher above the 


God of Heaven, Along with the princi- 
ples of ſedition, which were liberally diſ- 
ſeminated among us when the box from 
Paris was opened, there can be no doubt 
that thoſe of infidelity, which have ope- 
rated ſo powerfully to ſerve the purpoſes 


of 


3 
of the regicides in France, would be co- 
piouſly diſtributed ; and very dangerous 
principles they are to us all; who have 
ſouls to be ſaved, or property to loſe. 
For it may eaſily be conceived, that too 
many among us will liſten with itching 
ears to thoſe bewitching leſſons of inſtruc- 
tion, which allow an unbounded freedom 
of action, and throw aſide every fetter by 
which vice has been held in ſubjection. 
The wiſdom of his Majeſty, his Miniſters, 
and his Parliament, with the declared loy- 
alty of the nation, have relieved us from 
the apprehenſions we were under, with 
regard to our political Conſtitution; and 
it is no leſs the intereſt than the duty of 
every Chriſtian, particularly of thoſe, to 
whom the care of religion is entruſted, 
to guard that ſacred depoſit with equal 
jealouſy from the ruffian attacks of Athe- 
iſtical levellers; and to prevent that pearl 
of great price, which has heen ſo rudely tram- 

pled 


1 
Pled on by the Fine of France from being 
treated with like indignity by their con- 


federates in Great Britain. How, or in 


what manner this can be done to the 
greateſt advantage, ſo as to produce the 
beſt and moſt laſting effects, there ſeems 
to. be a concurrence in opinion of our 
eminent divines, .Biſhop Watſon, in 2 


very ingenious and inſtructive Charge, de- 


livered to his Clergy, A. D. 1789, freely 


t gowns that his hopes of a general refor- 


* mation of manners are founded on a 
« reformation of the education of chil- 
« dren, more than on that of men grown 
* old, and hardened in vice:” And his 
Lordſhip afterwards, in ſtrong terms, ex- 
horts his clergy © to fulfil a main end of 
« their miniſtration, by ſuperintending ihe 
* education of thoſe, who without their 
* care, will have no religious education at 
* all; no ſenſe of a Supreme Being; no 
* hope of the redemption which is in Jeſus; 

| but 
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te but who will continue to be Pagans, as 


« jt were, in the boſom of the Church 
« of Chriſt,” Now I cannot conceive 


how it is poſſible for the clergy to ſuper- 
intend the education of all the children in 
their reſpective, pariſhes, unleſs Sunday 
Schools were eſtabliſhed throughout the | 
kingdom; which is a meaſure devoutly to 
be wiſhed, in order to preſerve what re- 
mains of religion among us, and reſtore 
what is loſt, as far as can be, among the 
great body of the people. The preſent 
Biſhop of London, in a moſt excellent 
Charge, at his primary viſitation 'of that 
dioceſe, very juſtly obſerves* that © though 
te there are in London and Weſtminſter 
*« a multitude of Charity Schools, it will 
* be found upon enquiry that numerous 
„ as they are, they comprehend but a 
very ſmall part of the children of the 
* poor, and that there are ſtill, in almoſt 


Page the 14th, 5 
« every 
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* every pariſh, eſpecially the larger ones, 
many hundreds of ignorant wretched 
« young creatures of both ſexes totally 
* deſtitute of all education, totally un- 
« acquainted with the very firſt elements 


* of religion, and who perhaps never once 
« entered within the walls of a church.” 
His Lordſhip therefore ſtrongly recom- 


mends the eſtabliſhment of Sunday Schools 


in every diſtrict of the metropolis. The 
above obſervation will hold good with re- 
gard to cities and towns of leſs ſize, as 
well as country pariſhes. Whatever 
Schools there may be in any or all of 
them, theſe are capable of receiving only 
a ſmall part of the multitude of poor 
children, who ſtand in need of inſtruc- 
tion ; unleſs where Sunday Schools have 
been erected. In other places far the 
greater number of theſe unhappy young 


creatures will be left to remain in deplo- 
rable ignorance, and many will probably 


be 
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be guilty of crimes which will bring them 
to deſtruction both of body and ſoul. 
This is an argument, which always had, 
and always will have great force, in favor 
of the before mentioned inſtitution, which 
has, I believe, been ſanctioned by almoſt, 
if not all the Prelates upon the Bench; 
though it 1s as yet far from being made 
general. But the circumſtances of the 
preſent day give additional weight to thoſe 
reaſons, which, in more quiet times, were 
thought to be amply ſufficient, and ori- 
ginally gave it birth, We ſec how anxious 
the French rulers are to continue a ſuc- 
ceſſion of Atheiſts in that apoſtate nation, 
Clergymen are proſcribed as tutors to 
youth, becauſe it was thought probable 
that they would talk to their pupils on 
the ſubje& of religion ; all idea of which 
it ſeems to be the object of our unprin- 
cipled neighbours to eradicate and deſtroy. 
It is wonderful to obſerve, with what ar- 


rogant 
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rogant confidence the impious orator ex- 
preſſed himſelf concerning the glorious 
times, which were faſt approaching, when 
a croud of diſciples from all parts of Eu- 
rope will flock to France, to learn among 
other things, . the perfection of the ſecial 
# ſtem, the ſeeds of the inſurrections of 
e the 14th of July, and the 1oth of Au- 
_« guſt, and of all thoſe inſurrections, 
e which are ſpreading with ſuch rapidity 
© throughout Europe—lo that theſe young 
« ſtrangers, on their return to their re- 
ie ſpective countries, may ſpread the ſame 
« lights, and may operate, for the happineſs 
« of mankind, ſimilar revolutions through- 
« out the world.“ From ſuch a magni- 
ficent deſcription as this, who would not 
be inclined to think that another golden 
age was near at hand? Or who could 


a Dopont's ſpeech, tranſlated and publiſhed by Mrs 
Hannah More, with ſome very ingenious and juſt remarkg 
on it. | | 


poſſibly 


(% 

poſſibly conceive that any perſon had the 
aſſurance to talk at this rate of a country, 
which is arrived at ſuch a deplorable pitch 
of profligacy and miſery, that what Ju- 
venal ſays of his own degenerate days 
conveys but a very faint, and much too 
favorable an idea of its preſent ſtate, 

Nona ZEtas agitur, pejoraque ſecula ferri 

Temporibus, quorum ſcelerĩ non invenit ipſa 
Nomen & a nullo poſuit natura metallo. 

But what our neighbours on the Con- 
tinent have done, or are now doing, is 
not the only circumſtance of alarm with 
regard to the important matter of Edu- 
cation; there are ſeminaries in the boſom 
of our own country, where inſtructions 
are given, that may be preſumed to be 
near akin to the lectures of Conventional 
tutors. A noble Lord aſſerted in Par- 

C Hlament 
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* Sat. 13, line 28, and following. 


+ Lord Beauchamp.—It would have been kind in the 
noble Lord, who, we cannot ſuppoſe meant to throw an odium 


* 
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liament ſome time ago that Tom Paine's 


Works were taught at Sunday Schools. 
As nothing can be more different from the 
principles of Tom Paine, than the doc- 
trines which are taught in the Sunday 
Schools of the Church of England, we 
are naturally led to ſuppoſe the ſchools 
alluded to have been ſet on foot by ſome 
of the ſons of liberty, who do not hold 
communion with us, but have been try- 
ing all the means in their power to over- 
turn our political and eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution. We know that a philoſophical 


Gentleman, of an active and enterpriſing 


ſpirit, who has had much to do in directing 
the ſtudies of ſome of our diſſenting youth, 
was, on account of his known character, 


made a Citizen of France, and elected 


a Member of the National Convention, 


on ſo uſeful an inſtitution, had he ſpecified the particular | 


| ſchool, or ſchools, where thoſe deſtructive doctrines are 


taught, that the ſaddle might be laid on the right horſe. 
which 


" 


( 19 ) 

which he has been imprudent enough to 
declare,* he conſiders as the greateſt of 
honours. The Doctor is very ingenious in 
reconciling contradiftiong but I apprehend 
he would find a difficulty in reconciling 
the before mentioned declaration with ſe- 
veral texts of Scripture, and particularly 
with John v. verſe 44. How can ye believe, 
which receive honour one of another, and ſeek 
not the honour that cometh from God only ? 


A man, who ſcruples not to avow, that 
he conſiders. his having been made a citi- 
zen of an Atheiſtical nation, and his elec- 
tion into an Aſſembly of Atheiſts as the 
greateſt of honours, cannot be ſuppoſed, 
in my humble opinion, to ſeek the ho- 
nour which cometh from God only, and 
how therefore can he believe? 


In his Appeal to the Public on the Subject of the riots at 
Birmingham. | 
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What the Doctor's religious faith is at 
preſent, it would be no eaſy matter to 
aſcertain; and it might be. queſtioned 
whether he knows himſelf; or, if he 
knows what it is to-day, whether he 
knows what it will be to-morrow. For 
he has had, by his own confeſlion, a very 
changeable Creed; and, if we may believe 
a famous Hiſtorian,* had ſome years ago 
a * ſcanty” one; ſeveral articles having 
been, as he expreſſes it, cut out” one 
after another: And as this has been the 
caſe, that the knife or the ſciſſars may 
ſince that time have been applied to the 
remainder is no unreaſonable ſuppoſition. 
1 do not however mean to inſinuate that 
the Doctor is actually an Atheiſt; but 
I have a right to conclude from what 
he has faid—he has not the abhorrence 
that every Chriſtian ought to have of 
Atheiſm ; which perhaps his partiality for 


Mr. Gibbon. h 
tne 
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the other opinions of the Convention may 
lead him to think of with leſs ſeverity; 
and to look upon as a venial error. But 
we, who have different notions on this 
ſubje&t ; who are convinced, by the ex- 
perience of every day, and every hour, 
that the miſeries of anarchy may be much 
greater than thoſe of deſpotiſm; which 
are indeed great enough? We, who are 
perſuaded that nothing but the influence 
of religion can preſerve the peace of the 
world, and inſure to, us the bleſſings of 
our happy Conſtitution, are bound by the 
ſtrongeſt ties, to do all we can to retain 
that ſalutary influence; and to prevent 
our common people from being deceived 
by © evil men and ſeducers ;” who have 
endeavoured, for the vileſt purpeſes, to 
unſettle their minds; to make them diſ- 
contented and ripe for ſedition, if an op- 
portunity ſhould occur for erecting the 


Tree of Liberty as the ſtandard of re- 


bellion. 
Con- 
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Concerning the utility of Sunday Schools, 
in general, it is not the deſigu of this Ad- 
dreſs to argue. The ſubject has been 
handled by much abler writers, and the 
public opinion ſeems to be deciſively in 
their favor. But my object is to repre- 
ſent that the peculiar circumſtances of the 


preſent day call for more than ordinarß 


exertions to render them more general, 
than they are at preſent, and, if poſſible, 
univerſal throughout the kingdom. The 
looſe notions, which have been, and will 
be imported into this nation from France, 
cannot, by any other means, be prevented 


from taking a pernicious hold of vaſt 


numbers of poor children; as there nei- 
ther are, nor can be any other ſchools 
eſtabliſhed, that will be able to admit half 
the ignorant young creatures, who ſtand 


in great need of religious inſtruction; and 
who, if they do not receive it, we may 
expect will learn (as ſoon as they are ca- 
pable of learning any thing) thoſe mon- 

ſtrous 


„„ * 


ſtrous opinions, which the French Le- 
giſlators have appointed ſhall be taught to 
their own youth; and which their agents 
here will, no doubt, continue to propa— 
gate among us with unceaſing perſeve- 
rance. We know that endeavours have 
been uſed by theſe common diſturbers of 
mankind to perſuade the lower claſſes in 


this country that all men are equal. It 


is therefore become the more neceſſary to 
impreſs on their minds, while young and 
tender, the duty of behaving lowly and 
“ reverently to all their betters,” And 
as the doctrines of Atheiſm and Regicide 
are now ſo current among the French, 
and paſs more freely than their Aſſignats, 
it is highly expedient that all our young 
people be brought up with a due horror 
of them, and be taught from their in- 
fancy, to fear God and honour the King.“ 


Un- 


® The ſagacious Empreſs of Ruſſia is ſaid to have been ſo 
thoroughly convinced of the utility of Sunday Schools, confi. 
| dered 
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Unleſs I am miſtaken, moſt, if not all, 
the Prelates of England have recommended 
Sunday Schools in their ſermons, or their 
charges; and we have only to lament that, 
although many ſchools have been erected, 
theſe laudable recommendations .have not 
every where been ſo much attended to as 
they deſerve, I will therefore requeſt per- 

miſſion to repreſent with all due reſpect, 
to their Graces and Lordſhips, that it 
might be of material uſe, were they to 
make enquiry in their diocefes, what the 
obſtacles are, that have prevented an 1n- 
ſtitution, which has done ſo much good, 
where it has been tried, from being uni- 


verſally ſerviceable. Difficulties, I am ſen- 
ſible, may occur in ſome pariſhes more 
than in others; but difficulties often va- 
nifh when they are encountered with re- 
ſolution and ſpirit; and in a matter of 


derrd in a political light, that ſhe has invited the benevolent 
Proj: Ros of them, with liberal offers, to come and ſuperin- 
tend ihcir c Habliſliment throughout her vaſt empire. 


ſa 


(. 24 ). 


ſo much importance it is worth while to 
take more than common pains to over- 


come them. The expence of theſe ſchools 
is ſo trifling, that this cannot be an hin- 
drance in many places; and there is a 
Society in London which is ready to af- 
ford pecuniary aſſiſtance where it is wanted 
to promote theſe ſalutary eſtabliſhments z- 
and has already with praiſe-worthy gene- 
roſity aſſiſted 880, To the Prelates of 
this kingdom religion has always been 
accuſtomed to look up for ſupport; and 
we may hope that with their protection 
and encouragement a partial good will 
become general; and that no pariſh in 
England will be deprived of that means 
of inſtruction, without which, the maja- 
rity of the children in it cannot, accord- 
ing to the common courſe of things, be 
Chriſtianly and virtuouſly brought up, 
Not even the ſmalleſt pariſhes ought to be 
excluded ; for if it 1s not thought worth 
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while to erect a particular ſchool in them, 
their children may be ſent to ſome neigh- 


bouring pariſh -that is larger, and ſome 
acknowledgement made for the inſtruction 


there received. 


I will now beg leave to addreſs a few 
words to the Parochial Clergy, © whoſe 
*« patronage and aſſiſtance, above all, the 


« inſtitution ſolicits and implores; and 


under whoſe direction and ſuperinten- 
« dence, it ſhould, if poſſible, be carried 


on.“ The occupation of inſtructing 


youth, either at public ſchools, in the 
Univerfities; or by private tuition, has al- 
ways, in civilized countries, been deemed 
reſpectable. Quod munus reipublice afferre 
majus, meliufue poſſumus, quam fi docemus, 
atque» erudimus Juventutem? In our own 
nation it is commonly conſidered as one 


Extract from a Sermon of the late excellent Biſhop of 


Norwich, preached at Canterbury, in recommendation of 
Sunday Schools. ED! 
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of the readieſt roads to preferment. Se- 
veral of the greateſt ornaments of our 
church are generally underſtood to owe 


their elevation, in ſome degree, to their 
being placed in this line of life, and diſ- 
charging the important duties of it with 
fidelity and ſucceſs. But can any Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt be of opinion that it is a 


more creditable employment to teach Ho- | 


mer and Virgil, Demoſthenes and Cicero, 
Thucidydes and Livy, with other branches 
of polite literature, than to inſtruct young 
people in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to 
ſhew them what they muſt do to be ſaved ? 
From thoſe who harbour ſuch ſentiments 
I ſhall for ever be proud to diſſent. And, 
though I am far from diſapproving of the 
Clergy being concerned in the education 
of young men of fortune, as I apprehend 
they have by this means more chance of 
being brought up Chriſtians, (for I do not 
ſuppoſe that the Engliſh, like the French 
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. 
tutors, are forbid ever to talk on the fub-. 
ject of religion) I ſhall not heſitate to 


affirm that a Clergyman is occupied in a 
way, more agreeable to his character and 


profeſſion, when he is explaining the Scrip- 


tures, or the Church Catechiſm to poor 
children at a Sunday School, than when 


he is lecturing a young nobleman in the 
Belles Lettres, or accompanying him on 
his travels in foreign parts. And I can- 
not help expreſſing a with, that the Clergy 
would not think it beneath them, to at- 
tend (when they are able) to this humbler 
employment; which, though it is not 


likely to produce the emoluments of a 
Deanery, or a Prebend, much leſs the 
Honour of a mitre, will one day be re- 
membered and diſtinguiſhed ; if by the 


bleſſing of God it is inſtrumental in 
turning many to righteouſneſs,” * “ 
4066 


7 Daniel, xii. 3» 
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